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“Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the Church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes. In response to the Gospel, stewardship is part of discipleship.”
Stewardship basics . . . time, talents (gifts), treasure, and testimony (witness). “Love for Christ, generated by the Gospel, is the motivating factor for true Christian giving.”  
We have an ongoing set of Synod-wide programs that use fire, the symbol of God’s Holy Spirit, as a means of returning us to our mission of making disciples for Jesus Christ.
To have a fire three things are essential: fuel, heat, and air. This trinity of elements provides some interesting parallels with the Holy Trinity. The fuel is like the Gospel of Jesus, the Word. The heat is like the Holy Spirit. And the air is like the life giving breath of God.
Lighter Pine is a type of wood that relates to the Gospel in people's lives. For example, the stumps and taproots of old pine trees become saturated with resin and will not rot. This "lighter pine" is in demand as kindling and makes extremely hot fires. A single piece of lighter pine can start a new fire or restart a smoldering fire even in challenging conditions.
We don’t have to be big old stumps full of the Gospel to fuel the stewardship fire. We can be a small piece of lighter pine kindling that responds to the Gospel blessings God has given us by grace through faith.
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Through personal reflection and stewardship-focused bible study we can become more saturated with the Gospel of what God has done for us in Christ.
It might seem a bit strange to talk about the stewardship of TESTIMONY.  But Jesus instructed His disciples of all ages to make disciples, teaching and baptizing and encouraging people to follow God’s teachings (Matthew 28:18-20).  He also told His first disciples that they were to be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).

As modern day disciples we also desire to be faithful witnesses, saying and doing all that we can to give witness to our Lord Jesus Christ who desires that all people be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4).  This certainly ties in with the LCMS “Ablaze!” movement which encourages us together to share the good news of Jesus.

St. Peter in his first letter (3:15) instructs us with these words:  “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect.”
What a privilege to be able to do the work that the angels of God long to do—that is, give our testimony of the joy, peace and hope that are ours because of the redeeming work of Jesus Christ. 
Christian stewardship is definitely about our use of time, talent and treasure, but it is also about our testimony as Christians.  
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