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“Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the Church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes. In response to the Gospel, stewardship is part of discipleship.”
Stewardship basics . . . time, talents (gifts), treasure, and testimony (witness). “Love for Christ, generated by the Gospel, is the motivating factor for true Christian giving.”  
We have an ongoing set of Synod-wide programs that use fire, the symbol of God’s Holy Spirit, as a means of returning us to our mission of making disciples for Jesus Christ.
To have a fire three things are essential: fuel, heat, and air. This trinity of elements provides some interesting parallels with the Holy Trinity. The fuel is like the Gospel of Jesus, the Word. The heat is like the Holy Spirit. And the air is like the life giving breath of God.
Lighter Pine is a type of wood that relates to the Gospel in people's lives. For example, the stumps and taproots of old pine trees become saturated with resin and will not rot. This "lighter pine" is in demand as kindling and makes extremely hot fires. A single piece of lighter pine can start a new fire or restart a smoldering fire even in challenging conditions.
We don’t have to be big old stumps full of the Gospel to fuel the stewardship fire. We can be a small piece of lighter pine kindling that responds to the Gospel blessings God has given us by grace through faith.
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Through personal reflection and stewardship-focused bible study we can become more saturated with the Gospel of what God has done for us in Christ.
TREASURE, or money, is what people most often think about when they hear the term “stewardship.”  And it is true that money and, specifically, the wise use and management of money are important parts of Christian stewardship.  One of the Bible passages that speaks to the wise use of money is 1 Timothy 6:17-19:  “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of life that is truly life.”

There are only a few things we can do with money—earn it, give it, save it, spend it and bequeath it.  Good stewardship means striving to keep a healthy balance with these uses. Scripture affirms that God gives us all kinds of good gifts for our enjoyment, but adds that we are to use these gifts for more than our own enjoyment. 

The new nature within us because of the working of the Holy Spirit urges us to use all our gifts, including the gift of money, for the common good and for the expansion of God’s kingdom on earth.  What joy will follow us into heaven when our glorious Lord commends us for our wise use of money and says, “Well done, good and faithful servant!”  (Matthew 25:21)
Lighter Pine


Stewardship





Stewardship Gift of 


Treasure











PAGE  
2
Stewardship Bulletin Insert (1 of 4), Lighter Pine Series 2009 


