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“Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the Church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes. In response to the Gospel, stewardship is part of discipleship.”
Stewardship basics . . . time, talents (gifts), treasure, and testimony (witness). “Love for Christ, generated by the Gospel, is the motivating factor for true Christian giving.”  
We have an ongoing set of Synod-wide programs that use fire, the symbol of God’s Holy Spirit, as a means of returning us to our mission of making disciples for Jesus Christ.
To have a fire three things are essential: fuel, heat, and air. This trinity of elements provides some interesting parallels with the Holy Trinity. The fuel is like the Gospel of Jesus, the Word. The heat is like the Holy Spirit. And the air is like the life giving breath of God.
Lighter Pine is a type of wood that relates to the Gospel in people's lives. For example, the stumps and taproots of old pine trees become saturated with resin and will not rot. This "lighter pine" is in demand as kindling and makes extremely hot fires. A single piece of lighter pine can start a new fire or restart a smoldering fire even in challenging conditions.
We don’t have to be big old stumps full of the Gospel to fuel the stewardship fire. We can be a small piece of lighter pine kindling that responds to the Gospel blessings God has given us by grace through faith.
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Through personal reflection and stewardship-focused bible study we can become more saturated with the Gospel of what God has done for us in Christ.
Our TALENTS include the gifts, skills and abilities that God has given to us.  We often hear people talking about their “God-given abilities.”  And this is right on target because all we are and have is a gift from a good and gracious God.

TALENTS include the gifts that God has entrusted to us.  The 12th chapters of Romans and 1 Corinthians speak about some of these gifts and remind us that the Holy Spirit gives various gifts according to His will, and He desires that we use these gifts for the common good (1 Peter 4:10).

Using our God-given TALENTS wisely and well produces the fruit of the Spirit that Paul mentions in Galatians 5:22:  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”

Just as God provided skilled workers to help with the building of the Old Testament tabernacle and temples, so He continues to bless His people today with special gifts and skills to be of service in ways that honor God and bless others.  We are members of the body of Christ (in our congregations) and each of us has TALENTS to put to work within that body so that it may be built up to be the worshipping, witnessing and serving community that God intends. Make every effort to discover your gifts, skills and abilities and find ways to put them to work in your congregation.
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