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“Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the Church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes. In response to the Gospel, stewardship is part of discipleship.”
Stewardship basics . . . time, talents (gifts), treasure, and testimony (witness). “Love for Christ, generated by the Gospel, is the motivating factor for true Christian giving.”  
We have an ongoing set of Synod-wide programs that use fire, the symbol of God’s Holy Spirit, as a means of returning us to our mission of making disciples for Jesus Christ.
To have a fire three things are essential: fuel, heat, and air. This trinity of elements provides some interesting parallels with the Holy Trinity. The fuel is like the Gospel of Jesus, the Word. The heat is like the Holy Spirit. And the air is like the life giving breath of God.
Lighter Pine is a type of wood that relates to the Gospel in people's lives. For example, the stumps and taproots of old pine trees become saturated with resin and will not rot. This "lighter pine" is in demand as kindling and makes extremely hot fires. A single piece of lighter pine can start a new fire or restart a smoldering fire even in challenging conditions.
We don’t have to be big old stumps full of the Gospel to fuel the stewardship fire. We can be a small piece of lighter pine kindling that responds to the Gospel blessings God has given us by grace through faith.
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Through personal reflection and stewardship-focused bible study we can become more saturated with the Gospel of what God has done for us in Christ.
TIME is a gift from God.  Psalm 139:16 states that “All the days ordained for me were written in Your [God’s] book before one of them came to be.”  Our times are truly in God’s hands [Psalm 31:15]. Jesus reminds us that we cannot add a single hour to our lives by worrying about it [Matthew 6:27].  
So, what are we to do with God’s gift of TIME?  St. Paul gives instruction in [Romans 13:11-12] and this encouragement in Ephesians 5:15-16:  “Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.”

As maturing stewards we receive TIME as a gift from God and strive to make the best use of it in our family relationships, work and other life activities.  We do this not only as an obligation, but also as a free and joyous activity.  At the end of our lives when we stand before the Judge of every human being we will rejoice when the Kings says, “Well done, good and faithful servant” [Matthew 25:21].
Now we can reflect on how we’re doing on our resolutions…and resolve again to use our gift of TIME in a way that honors God and blesses others.  And that is only fitting because “maturing stewards do the right things for the right reasons and strive for excellence in all they do, including the wise use of their time.”
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