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Incarnate Light
“I give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the ends
of the earth.” Isaiah 49:6
We struggle to grasp the scope and meaning of the Incarnation. That the
Son of God, the Messiah, the Savior of the world, was born of a virgin in
Bethlehem, in a humble manger, is beyond our comprehension. The
supernatural testimony of angels and the human testimony of shepherds,
moving star and the Magi, and the miraculous protection through the flight to
Egypt speak to us of mystery, wonder, and power. The prophesy in the
Servant Song of Isaiah 49 outlines a global significance not just for a
backwater Rome outpost, but for the whole history of the world.
John the Baptist gave testimony of the Spirit descending upon Jesus as a dove, and that Jesus would
baptize with the Holy Spirit. A new spiritual dimension is introduced by Jesus: life-changing spiritual
immersion, a deeper cleansing from the power of sin, a personal relationship with the Almighty, and a
depth of love that previously had been imagined. What does mortal man, limited in mind, spirit, and
emotions, do with such concepts?
We receive Jesus, the gift of light incarnate, and let him illumine the world through us. As his living
Body now, we participate in that Incarnation event. We are to be “a light to the nations”. The source is not
us, it is Jesus. He empowers us to fulfill this purpose by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 1:6-7). We have a
high and holy calling, as we who have been gifted with Incarnate Light, are given as a light to the nations.
This Christmas let us receive anew the gift of the life giving Incarnate Light and pray in thanksgiving:
We praise you Jesus, blessed Incarnate Light, fill the hearts of your faithful people and kindle in us the
fire of your love, that we may be your light bearers to the nations. Amen
Rev. Kurtis D. Schultz, President, Southern District, Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

Renewed Southern District Website
If you’ve visited the Southern District website lately, you’ve noticed something new. Developed by Rev. Daniel
Carlson of Birmingham, AL (Hope and St. Paul) and So. Dist. President Rev. Kurtis Schultz, the website
presents up to date district news and information for all.

www.SouthernLCMS.org

In the Light

District & Synod News

Parish Ministries – Let God Know Your Concerns
"Don't fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know
your concerns." Philippians 4:6

How can I help you in prayer? If you
have gone through the first four
Dwelling 1:14 questions, the answer to
that question will probably be very
clear. The 5 Questions have been
presented at all of your Southern
District Mission Summits. It has been
fun and exciting to watch people learn
and grasp that they are more ready
than they realize to join Jesus in His
mission field. I'd be happy to chat with
you at your convenience about the 5
Questions.
In the meantime, I'm going to ask
you to pray about some of the things
your mission committee would love to
have you pray for:
-Thanksgiving for a successful year of
Mission Summits.
-That those who attended will become
involved in a missional community
where they can regularly go through the
5 Questions.

-That God would use these missional communities to help us grow in
our ability/desire to build relationships with those who do not yet know
Jesus, especially connecting with those in our neighborhoods.
-Vicar David Gieseking, that he would be led by the Spirit to equip the
Saints in Mexico Beach, FL to build relationships and through those
relationships be instruments of sharing the Gospel.
-Crossroad, Horn Lake, MS that the Spirit would guide them through
the calling process and they and their new pastor be a blessing to each
other and to those who do not yet know God's amazing grace.
-Blessings on all of our LIfetree Cafes, especially our 3 newest ones in
Monroe, LA, Santa Rosa Beach, FL, and Prattville, AL.
-Pastor Greg Moyer who has been called by Trinity, Baton Rouge, LA
to start a second site at their Trinity Oaks facility using the 5 Questions
as a basis for discipling the launch team and all who become a part of
their fellowship.
Thank you for your ongoing prayers of behalf of your fellow
missionaries. If you have questions or concerns, feel free to contact me
at garyfaith@aol.com or 504-858-8872.
Joy in Him,
Rev. Gary Faith, Executive Assistant for Parish Ministries

LCMS District Presidents’ Administrative Assistants Conference Hosted by Southern District
The Southern District Mission Center in Slidell, La., was host to the annual conference for the Administrative Assistants
to LCMS District Presidents September 23-26, 2013. Usually held in St. Louis, this was the first time that the conference
met at a district office. Thirty-three districts were represented. The purpose of these conferences is to learn updates to
current human resource systems. Information from various synod departments is shared with the group. Former
Minnesota South District President, Dr. Lane R. Seitz, currently serving as Information and Technology Consultant to the
Council of Presidents of the LCMS, is the mentor of the group.
Much time was spent in intensive training. A visit to Camp Restore took place on
Wednesday in which the DPAAs participated in various Servant Events. After lunch, all
traveled to the French Quarter for sightseeing and, of course, beignets! Thursday morning was
allocated to more training before everyone departed for home.
Of course, no
conference in the
Southern District is
complete without the food. Training on Tuesday
was interrupted by Rev. Paul Ernewein from The
Village Church – Lutheran in Lacombe, LA who
served chicken and sausage gumbo, shrimp
creole, and all the extras! At Camp Restore the
staff and their noted chef, Miss Lorraine, served
an out-of-this-world meal. As always, those in
attendance enjoyed the camaraderie of those
who work in the same position in their offices.
The sharing of helpful ideas is a real plus.

Stewardship - “Stewardship Fire”

Youth Committee News

Fire! The word naturally prompts a response. Fire
suggests things like high energy, great power, and the need
for action. Perhaps you’re thinking this understanding doesn’t
sound much like the usual reaction to the word “Stewardship.”
In fact many congregations hold off even using the term
stewardship because the first and only thing hearers think of
is treasure or $money$. So how do we get fired up about
Stewardship? Better yet, how does God fire us up about
stewardship? We have an ongoing set of Synod-wide
programs that use fire, the symbol of God’s Holy Spirit, as a
means of returning us to our mission of making disciples for
Jesus Christ.
Stewardship Southern Style focuses on Making Disciples
for Jesus. Walking together with Synod, we have defined
stewardship in this manner: “Christian stewardship is the free
and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the
church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s
purposes.” We in the Southern District like to emphasize that
the Love for Christ, generated by the Gospel, is the
motivating factor for true Christian giving. For this reason we
add the statement . . . “In response to the Gospel,
stewardship is part of discipleship.” To have a fire three
things are essential: fuel, heat, and air. This trinity of
elements provides some interesting parallels with the Holy
Trinity. The fuel is like the Gospel of Jesus, the Word. The
heat is like the Holy Spirit. And the air is like the life giving
breath of God.
We request your prayerful consideration and generous
response to the 2014 Partnership Commitment. May we by
Jesus’ love and the Holy Spirit’s power respond by managing
all of God’s gifts to the glory of Jesus (Waldo Werning).
Don Hennings, Stewardship Committee

Thank you Southern District for supporting the 2013
Junior Youth Gatherings. 24 congregations and over
200 participants were a part of “Identified: Standing
Before God and Man.” Thank you Pastor Chris
Brynestad for your service to the Southern District and
your well done presentation! Thank you for your
patience as we started the online registration process.
DCE Troy Kane is our social media leader for the
Southern District Youth. Please “like” the following:
Facebook: LCMS Southern District Youth; Twitter:
@YOUTHoftheSOUTH. We will be posting information
and encouragement.
PLEASE plan now to attend the Southern District
Youth Ministry Leaders Conference. This conference is
for volunteer and professional youth leaders in
congregations. The dates are January 31-February
2. We will be meeting at the Southern District offices in
Slidell. Information about registration, lodging and the
speaker will be shared on the district website soon! We
will meet Friday evening, all day Saturday and plan an
evening trip into New Orleans on Saturday
evening. We would appreciate hearing from you now
by email, so that we may keep you posted with details
as they become available. Contact Cindy Namanny:
dce@orlcms.org
2014 Senior Youth Gathering: Put the date on your
church calendars now! Grades 9-12, July 10-13, 2014
at Camp Restore in New Orleans. Rev. Travis Hartjen
will be the speaker and Tangled Blue will be joining us
to lead in music.
Cindy Namanny, Youth Committee

Camp Restore - Putting the Finishing Touches on the New Kitchen
Two months' of steady work and great help from volunteer groups from
Wisconsin and New Hampshire will have brought the new kitchen to completion
by the time you read this! The pictures show the work in progress, and the
space and equipment your generous donations have made possible.
This coming year we expect to prepare nearly 50,000 meals for volunteers,
so it's ready just in time. Thank you to everyone who continues with us in our
efforts to restore faith, home and community in the Name of Jesus!
Kurt Jostes

Concordia College Alabama – Selma, AL
Concordia College has officially launched its $20
million campaign, A Time to Build, focused on academic
expansion, capital projects, student scholarships and
endowment growth. It is the largest campaign in CCA
history. The College has already raised $12.3 million in
cash and pledges toward its $20 million goal, and has
begun expanding academic programs, as well as
renovating and updating facilities on campus. Information
about the campaign can be found on the college website,
www.ccal.edu, or call the Office of Advancement, 334874-5700, to request a package of materials.
Dr. Tawonga T. Moyo, business professor, presented
the paper "The Historical Significance of Religious
Schools and Their Continued Relevance in Today's
World" at the 78th Annual Meeting of The Association of
Lutheran College Faculties at Capital University in
Columbus, Ohio in October. Moyo, who recently was
awarded his Ph.D. in Applied Management and Decision
Sciences, is a Concordia graduate and member and lay
minister of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Oak Hill, Ala. His
dissertation; "Educating the African American Male

Student: The Achievement Gap Factor" was selected for
book publication in August, 2013.
New Orleans cuisine came to
Concordia
homecoming
weekend, thanks to generous
friends from The Village Lutheran
Church in Lacombe, LA. Pastor
Paul Ernewein and crew cooked
up 400 pounds of jambalaya for
faculty, students and staff.
Concordia President Rev. Dr.
Tilahun Mendedo and Pastor
Ernwein are pictured with a sample.
The Lady Hornets Volleyball team finished their season
No. 2 in the U.S. Collegiate Athletic Association League,
with a 21-to-4 record. The team came together after a
rocky start and finished earlier this month with a 10-game
winning streak, said Coach Brandon Reeves. They even
scored over teams they had never beaten before.
Christine Weerts

Camp Dixie Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Center
Camp Dixie, a LCMS retreat, is located on beautiful Perdido Bay at 29711 Josephine Drive in Elberta, AL.
One of its main fundraisers is to sponsor Chicken Dinners each year to support the mission to teach young people
more about the love of Jesus. The 2014 Chicken Dinner schedule is 1/9, 2/9, 3/9, 4/27, 6/8, 9/7, 10/5, and 11/9. Come
and enjoy good food and fellowship and help Camp Dixie continue its tradition of serving youth and congregations in
Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, and Louisiana with retreat facilities and summer camps.
Fred Hamburg

LINCNewOrleans - Project Reach NOLA
St. Paul Lutheran, a mostly white, rather “resourcegifted” congregation in the gentrified “Marigny”
neighborhood of New Orleans doesn’t seem to have much
th
in common with Journey 9 Ward; an under-resourced,
mostly black, Assemblies of God congregation in the “St.
Claude” neighborhood, or so they thought. They found out
through a strong partnership with LINCNewOrleans, an
organization committed to networking churches and
neighborhood leaders who strive to transform their
surrounding communities.
Leaders at J9 approached LINCNewOrleans leaders
last spring for help to put on a summer leadership and
service initiative for at-risk teens. J9 had some great ideas,
but lacked some of the resources and capacity to pull off
the vision, and St. Paul was looking for a way to connect
outside their regular circles, so a partnership was born!
LINCNewOrleans brought leaders from St. Paul and J9
together to put together an ambitious plan that included 5
weeks of leadership development around a process called
“Leading Inside Out” combined with service opportunities in
the St. Claude neighborhood painting and landscaping two
of the many houses still blighted since Hurricane Katrina.
The City of New Orleans was offering contracts to
outside entities to offer summer work and leadership

training for the youth of New Orleans. The program asked
organizations to plan for about 30 youth between 16 and
21 years old. An application was put together, sent to the
city, and they liked our plan so much that they wanted us to
consider 90 youth, rather than the 30 expected!
After the scramble to find enough volunteers and
concerns about working with so many youth, it worked
beyond anyone’s expectations. During 5 weeks in July and
August “Project Reach NOLA” served almost 90 youth,
with incredible results. Over two dozen volunteers from
both congregations led students in an incredibly
introspective process of self-discovery. By the end, through
small and large group discussion, artistic expression, and
writing, every youth was able to articulate a “Personal
Legacy Statement”. In addition, they were able to see 2
houses repainted and landscaped by their own hands!
When it was over, the folks from J9 and St. Paul were
exhausted, but were in awe of what they were able to
accomplish. Neither congregation could’ve done it on their
own, but by crossing racial, economic, and denominational
boundaries, together, by faith, they moved mountains!
There’s already talk about “what’s next for us to do?
Together!”
Rev. Kevin Kieschnick

In the Light

Congregation & School News

Trinity – Panama City, FL
Trinity - Panama City, FL, held a Mission Fair between Sunday services on
October 13th. Members were encouraged to view the ministry displays and visit with
team members from various areas within the church. Banners displaying the LCMS
logo Mercy, Witness, Life Together were introduced and explained to the
congregation, helping identify who we are and what we do as a church body. An
ingathering of items were assembled into Care Kits to be given to patients
undergoing chemotherapy through Yay4lifetexas.org.
We celebrated an Oktoberfest dinner and Pumpkin GLOW (God Light Our World)
with the neighboring community on October 30th. The evening included
games, a bouncy house, photo booth, food and fellowship along with a display of
over 15 carved pumpkins lit up for passer-bys to see. Proceeds from the dinner were
given to The Panama City Recue Mission Thanksgiving Meal program.
The Yay4life and Oktoberfest donations were submitted to Thrivent Care Abounds in Communities for additional
funding.
Deedee Koyn

Our Savior – Mobile, AL
Thesecond annual walking tour of the Little Town of Bethlehem will be held December 12, 13 & 14 from 6-8 p.m. at
Our Savior Lutheran Church, 5101 Government Blvd., Mobile, AL.
Visitors will be required to register for the Census just as Mary and Joseph were. Congregation members serve as
actors and tour guides. The town will be filled with stalls where items from that time will be offered for sale.
There is no admission fee and refreshments will be provided after the tour. Chairperson for the event is Beverly
Theriot. Please call her for large groups at 251-458-7682.
Marilyn Walters

St. Mark’s – Elberta, AL
Pastor Keith and Diana Ringers, pictured at the ruins in Corinth, recently returned from a
Mediterranean cruise with noted Lutheran theologian and retired Ancient History Professor Dr.
Paul Maier. They will be sharing their experiences in Corinth, Ephesus, and other places the
apostle Paul traveled on Sundays and Tuesday evenings in conjunction with two special Bible
studies taking place at St. Mark’s.
The Sunday morning DVD study is from Dr. Paul Maier’s “Odyssey of St. Paul” which uses
geographical, archaeological, and secular evidence to provide a portrait of St. Paul and his
works in Acts and the epistles. The Tuesday night study is Beth Moore’s in-depth study of the
life of Paul, “To Live is Christ”.
Diana Ringers

Trinity – Hanceville, AL
Members of Trinity - Hanceville, AL, recently toured the
campus of Concordia University in Selma, AL. Two of
Trinity's members, Al and Martha Foster, graduates of
Concordia, shared personal insights during the tour. A very
interesting part of the tour was the Dr. Rosa J. Young
Historical Museum located in a former classroom where Dr.
Young actually taught religion as a faculty member at the
college. President Rev. Dr. Tilahun Mendedo met the
group in his office and discussed the vision and goals that
have been set for the future of the college.
Possibly, the most memorable part of the tour was the
original campus chapel which has the original floors,
woodwork, and furnishings. This chapel stands as a
witness to the many years that this educational facility has
shared the Gospel of Jesus Christ with its students. The
campus chaplain, Rev. LaVaughn Wiggins and students

from Concordia's Spiritual Life Team spoke to the group in
the chapel. Members of the group are pictured presenting
a check for $250 to the team to assist them as they lead
Bible studies and to encourage all students to participate in
opportunities for worship and service. Concordia University
Alabama continues to be a true opportunity for witnessing
and sharing the Gospel.
Margie Burkhart

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) Activities
First – Birmingham, AL
2013 was a most eventful year for
First – Birmingham’s LWML’s mission
projects. Through sales of it’s “Taste
of First” 125th Anniversary cookbook,
donations received on LWML Sunday,
and matching funds from Thrivent, the
group was quite successful in meeting
mission objectives.
On the local level we were able to
assist the Bread of Life Food Pantry
and Clothes Closet in feeding and
clothing kids and their families.
On an international level the LWML
supported Lutheran World Relief’s
malaria initiative.The Lutheran Malaria
Initiative (LMI) works through local

partners to educate families on
malaria, increase access to treatment,
and provide prevention tools such as
bed nets.
Earlier this year, the LWML
initiated a “Giving Thanks with
Grateful
Hearts”
congregational
mission project where congregation
members gave up items (toiletries,
etc) for approximately 40 days. The
items were placed in pillowcases and
donated to homeless women and
children at Jessie’s Place.
First LWML purchased curriculum
materials for M-POWER ("Mission to
Provide
Opportunities
With

Empowering Results."). M-POWER
provides
one-to-one
literacy
instruction to adults who want to learn
to read or improve their reading skills.
We worked with the ENRICH
(Enhancing
Needed
Resources,
Increasing
Children’s
Horizons)
Summer
Camps
of
Lutheran
Ministries of Alabama (LMA)
by
purchasing supplies for four camps
this summer.
First LWML looks forward to an
even more rewarding year in 2014.
Frances Robinson

St. James – Gonzales, LA

Shepherd of the Bay – Lillian, AL

The LWML at St. James - Gonzales, LA
participated in the 2013 Lutheran Quilt
Campaign. Lutheran World Relief challenged
Lutherans across the U.S. to donate 500,000
quilts to send around the world to people in
need.
Pictured with our completed quilts from left to
right are Kim Derrickson, Peggy Dunning,
Adrienne Kern, Carolynn Babin, Lynn Cochran,
Denise Holzhauser, Gilda Domingue, Candy
Bergeron.
Peggy Dunning

On Sunday Oct. 13th the ladies of Shepherd of the Bay – Lillian,
AL. celebrated LWML Sunday. Lutheran Women's Missionary
League is a national organization for Lutheran women, and their
mission is to assist women with the use of their gifts to minister to
people around the world.
The ladies took part in the worship service by being greeters,
ushers, scripture readers. They donated, prepared and served a
special cake and other food items during fellowship time after the
service. These dedicated ladies of the church support local, district,
statewide and national outreach projects.
Charlotte Bailey

Faith – Madison, AL
Faith – Madison, AL members enjoyed their first annual "Inreach – Outreach" Church
th
Picnic on September 28 , reaching out to all members, whether past, present or future.
The day was sunny and beautiful, and a great time was had by all. Inflatables, burgers,
water balloons and a talent search were just a few of the activities. Undoubtedly,
though, the pie eating contest brought the most fun for both participants and onlookers
alike!
Also in September the Youth Group of Faith enjoyed an evening of miniature golf
with their families (pictured). In October the youth gathered in Tennessee at a farm and
had a rousing night of hayrides, pumpkin picking, hot dogs and ‘smores.
Most recent Outreach activities have included "Calling All Shoes" to help provide shoes overseas, Operation Christmas
Child Shoeboxes, and a fundraiser for our very own seminarian, Alex Garber.
Sherrie Callahan

Ebenezer - Atmore, AL
Ebenezer was so blessed to have two members join the congregation a week
apart. On September 29, 2013, Mr. Courtney Cortez Leslie joined and on October
th
6 , Mrs. Dorothy Adams joined. Pictured from left to right are Courtney Leslie, Rev.
Benjamin Stallworth, and Dorothy Adams.
We are filled with joy to have two new souls become a part of the Ebenezer
Lutheran Church Family. We are looking forward to new and better things. God is
good and all the times he is good.
Annie Poole

Good Shepherd – Gulf Breeze, FL
In October, Good Shepherd – Gulf Breeze, FL, celebrated its 50th anniversary
in some very special ways in addition to a great worship service including the
blessing of some very beautiful stained glass windows.
We did two large mission projects in response to God's blessings here. "50
Quilts for 50 Years" rose to 63 quilts, shared with shelters in our area and tornado
victims in Oklahoma. Secondly, "5 for 50" encouraged people to buy 5 - $10
mosquito nets for Lutheran Malaria Initiative in Africa. Our goal was $2,400 which
was more than doubled to $5,100. God is Good!
Carolyn Kassulke

Immanuel – Pensacola, FL
Dr. Joel Biermann of Concordia Seminary St. Louis gave a series of
lectures at Immanuel - Pensacola, FL, on October 11th and 12th hosted
by the Pensacola and Mobile Bay Circuits of the Southern District.
Matins began both days. Dr. Biermann's presentation of "Civil Affairs:
Learning to Live in the Left Hand" was geared for clergy, elders, and/or lay
leaders. He began with Luther and engaged in an in-depth look at how the
church interacts with our current culture.
Saturday's equally-riveting presentation was "Woman and Man—According to Plan." Dr. Biermann expertly laid out the
design that God has established for the male/female relationship at the core of human identity. It was a very timely topic.
Both days were very well attended by the Pensacola and Mobile Bay Circuits.
Excellent feedback from attendees has ensured that future seminars will be planned. The next seminar will be on July
18-19, 2014. The speaker will be President Rast of Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN.
Cheryl Casey

Christ – Tuscaloosa, AL
Rev. Anthony I. Robinson, Sr. was ordained and installed as pastor of Christ -Tuscaloosa, AL on Sunday, September
29, 2013. Rev. Dr. McNair Ramsey from Immanuel - Vredenburgh, AL served as speaker for the occasion. Rev. Tom
Noon served as Liturgist, while District President Kurtis Schultz performed the rites. Participating in the service were
Pastors Kurtis Schultz, Frank Marshall, Anthony Robinson, Perry McCullam, Julius Jenkins, Michael Boykins, Steven
Washington, James Brown, McNair Ramsey,
LaVaughn Wiggins, Charles Pieplow, Thomas
Noon, Ferry Nye.
Rev. Robinson began his education in
Lutheran schools in Alabama, later transferring
to the public school system, where he graduated
from and attended and graduated from
Tuskegee Institute. He later enrolled at
Concordia Theological Seminary-Fort Wayne,
IN.
Rev. Robinson has been serving Christ since
2004. He is married to Patricia Jenkins and they
are the proud parents of three adult children:
Kimberly, Anthony Jr., and Antorrie.
Patricia J. Robinson

Christ Our Redeemer – Hartselle, AL
On September 22, 2013, Christ Our Redeemer - Hartselle, AL, celebrated the
installation of Pastor John Ninke. Pastor Ninke and his wife, Laurie, moved from
Trinity, Scottsboro, AL. Participating in the service were Pastors Bernie Ansorge,
Blair Clark, Gerry Bossard, Chris Brynestad, David Doroh, Eric Estes, John Ninke,
Eddie Scheler, Kurt Schultz, John Bussman, and John Jankens. Following the
service the congregation continued the celebration and welcomed Pastor Ninke
and family with a potluck dinner.
Pastor Ninke hit the ground running with an outdoor worship service and church
picnic; a special offering to raise money for Faith Comes from Hearing which
provides BibleSticks to soldiers and Bibles to their state-side families; a pumpkin
carving party; and a host of other activities, with more to come.
Frankie Kinser

In Memoriam
The Rev. Gary M. Anderson

November 17, 1934 - November 10, 2013

Pastor Gary Anderson was born in Leesburg, VA. He graduated from the United States Merchant Marine Academy in
Kings Point, NY in 1957 with a B.S. degree in Nautical Science and Marine Transportation. He then worked several
years as a ship's officer prior to entering active Naval service. Upon retiring from the U.S. Navy in 1982, he entered the
seminary through the Colloquy program. He earned a Master of Arts in Religion degree and was ordained in 1984.
Pastor Anderson served Christ - Meridian, MS. And Trinity - Cantonment, FL. He was preceded in death by his wife,
Helen, and is survived by two sons, Ed and Wayne and their families.

The Reverend Martin William Childress
th

Rev. William Martin Childress joined his fellow Saints, after a brief illness, on September 26 in Clarksville, TN, at the
age of 74. Pastor Childress served Grace Lutheran congregation in Houma, LA, from 1997-2001. He leaves to mourn his
loss his wife of over 50 years, Carol, and two sons, William and Brad and four grandchildren.

The Reverend Robert Louis Dittmann

August 16, 1928 – September 24, 2013

Pastor Robert Dittmann was born in New Orleans, LA. He graduated Concordia Seminary – St. Louis and was
ordained in 1952. He served at St. Paul’s/Mt. Calvary – Hammond/Pontachoula, LA; Redeemer – Alexandria, LA; Grace –
Mobile, AL; and Holy Cross – Mobile, AL.
Pastor Dittmann is survived by his wife of sixty years, Janice, and their four children: daughters, Lizabeth and Kathryn,
and sons, Robert, Jr. and David, and their families which included the blessings of 11 grandchildren and 6 greatgrandchildren.

Share Your News
The deadline for the January/February edition of the Spirit of Southern is January 15, 2014.
Materials received after that date will be included in the web edition.
The preferred means for receiving material, text and pictures, is e-mail to "sosstuff@yahoo.com."
Please send photos as a separate JPEG file. Material can also be mailed to the district office: The
Spirit of Southern – Southern District LCMS – 100 Mission Drive, Slidell, LA 70460-5221. Please
allow two additional weeks for mailing.
District web site: www.southernlcms.org District office phone number: 504-282-2632

